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The inconvenience of dirty, rough, and hilly
streets is much less to a horseman than to one
who trudges anxiously on, picking his steps as
he best may; and the disappointment I had felt
on first landing wore off by degrees.   Sometimes
from the summits of the citied hills; and some-
times looking between thorn, we commanded
noble views of the sea, viewed over a confused
but glorious array of towers, domes, and gardens;
and whatever was mean in the separate objects,
was lost in the grandeur of the whole.    The
houses, small and inconvenient as many of them
are, possess, notwithstanding, many picturesque
features, especially  a  broad, projecting  roof,
which produces a striking contrast of light and
shade.    The most insignificant of them have at
least escaped that look of neat and pert vulgarity
which characterises most of our snug suburban
buildings in England.   They are without preten-
sion, and seem sufficient to afford shelter during
a shower, and during the night* to a people who*
severe as is often the winter, might live during
many months of the year in the open air,   The